
  

 
  
  

June 1, 2021  
  
Envision Chaffee County  
P.O. Box 492  
Buena Vista, CO 81211  
  
Dear Ms. Williams, Envision Chaffee County Co-Chair:  
  
Subject: Envision Chaffee County - Recreation Plan Issues and Concerns  
  

Please accept these concerns from the Trails Preservation Alliance (TPA) regarding the 
Envision Chaffee County Recreation Plan.  The TPA is a Colorado based 501 c 3 nonprofit 
organization whose primary mission is to preserve the opportunities for motorized single-track 
riding on public land.  We partner with land management agencies to ensure that a fair and 
equitable amount of public land is available for multiple-use recreation.  Additionally, the TPA 
partners with other clubs and organizations such as the Chaffee County based motorcycle club, 
Central Colorado Mountain Riders (CCMR), and 4WD club, Colorado Off-Road Enterprise  
(CORE.)  
  

Envision Chaffee County (“Envision”) recently released a mass email regarding the 
Chaffee Recreation Plan and how Envision proposes to influence the management of a growing 
use of public lands within Chaffee County.  The Trails Preservation Alliance (TPA) is submitting 
this correspondence to express some of our issues and concerns with the direction Envision has 
been and is currently embarking upon.   

   
The TPA has observed and been monitoring the action of Envision Chaffee County since 

its inception and the TPA has become increasingly troubled by the trends we are observing 
from Envision.  The TPA submits that Envision is demonstrating a consistent disregard for 
established and existing policies and procedures for managing recreational uses on federal 
lands and lands managed by the State of Colorado.  

  
A recent example of an important concern that the TPA has, was revealed with the 

Envision email, sent out on May 24, 2021 that makes the statement “…how our community will 



manage growing use of our public lands”.  The public lands within and surrounding Chaffee 
County are for all Americans and visitors to use, and are not exclusively for Chaffee County 
residents or those associated with Envision.  The TPA is concerned that Envision is endeavoring 
to limit and reduce outdoor recreational opportunities on federal and state public lands.  
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Envision’s underlying goal seems to be to limit growth in Chaffee County and restrict the use of 
public lands and facilities within Chaffee County.   

  
 The TPA is also very concerned that Envision is consistently attempting to side-step 

federally mandated public processes for managing and making decisions on federally managed 
public lands with regard to public recreation.  Decisions for use of federal public lands have a 
distinct and described process that is firmly based upon federal regulations and laws, which rely 
upon technical analysis, science, data and vigorous public input.  

  
The TPA takes great exception with the general statements referenced from the survey 

and noted in the plan concerning wildlife and wildlife habitat.  These statements are 
unsupported and unsubstantiated and certainly do not warrant changes to public lands 
management.    
  
  The TPA has concerns that Envision routinely marginalizes any persons or organizations 
that do not agree with their leaders’ philosophies, ideas or opinions.  We have witnessed and 
can document on multiple occasions organizations seeking to provide input to Envision, 
submitting ideas and questions to the Envision process only to be ignored, disregarded and 
marginalized.  It is becoming ever more apparent that the Envision staff and leadership have a 
preconceived and predetermined outcome for this project and any dissenting voices or contrary 
concepts are summarily disparaged.    
  

Despite Envision’s attempt to use “Public Surveys”, the surveys are habitually poorly 
crafted, deceptively worded and consistently drive the results to a predestined conclusion and 
outcome.  Further the sample size of the surveys and the demographics of the survey’s 
population are inadequate and lack statistical credibility.    
  
  The TPA would gladly embrace the opportunity to meet and further discuss our issues 
and concerns with the Envision Chaffee County project.  Chad Hixon, TPA’s Executive Director, 
along with the Salida, CO. based motorcycle club, Central Colorado Mountain Riders, are 
available to assist with working to address and resolve these issues moving forward.  
  



Sincerely,  

  
Don Riggle  
Director of Operations  
  
cc   

• Forest Supervisor, Pike and San Isabel National Forest, Cimarron and Comanche 
National Grasslands  

• Field Office Manager, Royal Gorge Field Office, Bureau of Land Management  
• Chaffee County Commissioners Felt, Baker and Granzella  
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